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(54) OPTICAL PICKUP AND OPTICAL DISK DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical pickup 
which can accurately optimize output of a laser beam 
emitted from a light source. 

SOLUTION: Return light beam reflected at a recording 
surface of an information recording medium 15 is 
branched from its light path by a plurality of branch 
optical elements 56, 54, and branched light beams are 
received by each of a plurality of photodetectors 62, 
58. In a phase difference detection means 63, a phase 
difference is detected by obtaining for example, a ratio 
of P polarization component and S polarization 
component based on an output signal of at least two 
photo-detectors. Furthermore, on the basis of the 
detected phase difference, an output control means 80 
controls output of the light beam emitted from a light 
source. Therefore, laser beam output emitted from the 
light source can be precisely optimized even for an 
information recording medium having different optica! 
anisotropy according to the place on the recording 
surface. 
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